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ASEAN SSOs must unite on
Pension Reforms - Arellano
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Arellano said the
ASEAN of Social Security
Association (ASSA), which
convened a two-day
meeting in Manila on
Thursday, must unify their efforts to strengthen
the pension fund position in the region.

“My immediate plan is to unify the eight
member nations regarding the proposals of the
IMF and the World Bank,” he told reporters.

SSS, which has more than 20 million
members nationwide, manages the biggest
pension fund in the country.

It has a commendable investment track
record in the past many years with earnings in
the first six months of 1999 of P25.5 billion.

Under existing system in the Philippines,
the funds are covered by a government

guarantee, which could be withdrawn if
handled by private managers.

Arellano, who has been elected as the ASSA
chairman, said the Association supports the
IMF and the World Bank in their call to improve
the pension fund position in the Asia-Pacific
region but various contentious issues needed
to be resolved.

Federico Pascual, president of the
Government Service Insurance System (GSIS)
which co-hosted the ASSA meeting, said there
is no guarantee that private fund managers
would perform better than the in-house
managers.

“I think there is anticipation, not only in
the region, but particularly in the Philippines
about pension reforms,” Pascual said.

But he posed the question: “If the (GSIS)
fund is to be managed by private fund
managers.... what will be the position of the
government in so far as the private fund
managers’ performance will be?”
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It was the Association’s fourth time to meet
since its formal establishment and initial
meeting in Bangkok, Thailand on February
13, 1999.

 The ASSA has held its first three executive
board meetings in Chengmai, Thailand on
February 14, 1998, Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
on September 12, 1998 and in Hanoi
(Vietnam) on May 14, 1999.  A special meeting
was held in Singapore on July 30, 1999 to seek
the board members consensus on the propose
amendments to the ASSA memorandum of
agreement in time for the Manila Board
meeting.

SSS Chairman and President Carlos
Arellano was chosen as the ASSA Chairman
during the Association’s meeting in Singapore
last July.  The meeting was preceded by a
seminar on the investment of pension funds.

Arellano designated lawyer Leopoldo Veroy,
the executive vice president for operations of
the SSS, as Secretary General. Veroy has 37
years of corporate experience  and played a
major role in the decentralizationand
computerization of the SSS.  He succeeded
Wong Chen Cheong of the Employees
Provident Fund of Malaysia

To end the two-day meeting, Arellano, who
served as host together with the Government
Service Insurance System, formally presented
a coffee table book “Visions of the Possible:
Legacies of   Philippine Freedom” to the
various member-countries

Profile of the 1st ASSA Chairman
Profile of ASSA member institutions
Country  News
Vietnam Social Security officials visit
      RP’s SSS for study program
SSO senior executives on
      study visit to SOCO
From  the Album
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Members of the ASSA Board hold hands to show solidarity in their mission to
promote regional cooperation in all areas of social security including training, consultation
and dialogues in a special ASSA board meeting in Singapore on July 30, 1999.
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ASSA News
ASSA News is published quarterly by
the ASSA Secretariat in cooperation
with the Corporate Communications
and Media Affairs Department  of the
Social Security System, SSS Bldg.,
East Avenue, Quezon City.
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Four years ago, the ASEAN Social
Security    Association     (ASSA)

          took the first bold steps and
gathered together the best minds on
social security protection in Southeast
Asia.  It aspired to harness and maximize
all efforts to achieve a progressive and
sustainable  social security protection
within the region. Today, the ASSA has
begun to move with greater strides and
with higher aspirations towards
globalization in the Third Millennium.

With the birth of the ASSA, the many
small countries in Asia-Pacific gained a
voice. United, we can now foster
understanding and interdependence,
and create a forum whereby we can study,
discuss and apply the most suitable social
security schemes tailored fit to our
culture, our people and our times.

Indeed, we live in exciting times as
we have the best people, the latest
technology and widest range of
information available at our fingertips.
However, the litmus test of ASSA is how
to render social security as ever more
relevant and understandable to the
peoples of the region who will live with
it.  This we are  committed to vigorously
pursue.

Profile of the 1st ASSA ChairmanProfile of the 1st ASSA ChairmanProfile of the 1st ASSA ChairmanProfile of the 1st ASSA ChairmanProfile of the 1st ASSA Chairman
When the Asean Social Security Association was established in 1997, its members elected

as chairperson, Dr. Awaloedin Djamin, president of Indonesia’s National Social Security
Association.

Djamin’s credentials are enormous, among them, he held cabinet posts— he was
Indonesia’s minister of manpower from 1966 to 1968; ambassador to Bonn, West Germany
from 1976 to 1978; chief of the Indonesian National Police from 1978 to 1982; and chairman
of the advisory board to the chief of Indonesian National Police, a position he still holds at
present, but small wonder if this field looks remote from social security as the former ASSA
chief also holds a degree in police science.

He obtained his master’s degree in
public and international affairs at the
University of Pittsburgh and his doctor
of philosophy at the University of
Southern California.

He was also an academician. He was
professor of public administration at the
University of Indonesia from 1982 up to
present and president of Pancasila
University from 1983 to 1985.

The memorandum of agreement
(MOA) on the formation of ASSA was
drafted and discussed during his term by
the member-countries in their meeting
in Manila, Philippines on November 22,

1997. The association agreed to use the Philippine agreement as the working draft and appointed
a drafting committee tasked to finalize the MOA.

On the same occasion, the association
allowed Brunei, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Laos
to be observer-countries to the group’s
proceedings pending their official membership.

The final version of the MOA was initialed
on November 24, 1997 in Manila, during the
XXVth International Social Security
Association’s Regional Conference for Asia and
the Pacific.

From the Chairman’From the Chairman’From the Chairman’From the Chairman’From the Chairman’s Desks Desks Desks Desks Desk

Dr. Djamin
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“GLOBAL PENSION REFORM”. High-
caliber management consultants
provide a well-spring of information
that greatly benefited the ASSA
delegates.

FACING THE 2000 CHALLENGE WITH
CONFIDENCE. High-level ASSA delegates
discussing the ratification of a pan-Asia agreement
on social security and the challenges of the next
millennium.

THE ASSA AGENDA: To gather our
energies and focus our discussions on
how we can make our association
become an effective and potent force that
will promote social security in the Asia-
Pacific region.

A TASTE OF FILIPINO
HOSPITALITY. “Visions of
the Possible: Legacies of
Philippine Freedom”, a
coffee table book was
presented to the ASSA
delegates during the
welcome luncheon.

TOGETHER AS ONE VOICE.  Twenty five delegates from
different nations in the Asian Pacific region convened  at the
Manila Hotel, September 9-11 for the 4th ASEAN Social
Security Association conference.

LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER. ASSA members
include social security organizations from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and the
Philippines, promoting regional cooperation in all areas
of social security, including training, consultation and
dialogues.

“TO DIVERSIFY OR NOT”.
Experts on global investments
contribute to the richness of the
discussions.
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TIME OUT FOR ART
APPRECIATION. The
delegates tour the Museo
ng Sining, an art museum
of the Government Service
Insurance System (GSIS).

BREAKING BREAD
TOGETHER. ASSA is
conducive setting for
mutual exchange of
experiences and fostering
greater cooperation among
member institutions.

OF NEW BEGINNINGS AND FAREWELLS.
Delegates and conference organizers pose for
posterity during the farewell dinner.

HIGH TECHNOLOGY AT OUR
FINGERTIPS. Sharing the
use of latest technology as
applied in the Philippines’
SSS ID Card Production
Center provides other ASSA
members first-hand learning
experience.

A COMMON PLATFORM. The ASSA provides a
common platform for each member nation to
share their know-how on social security in the
light of their respectively unique culture, people
and social setting.

ASSA BROTHERS. United in
one common vision to
become a vibrant, dynamic
and respected regional body
of social security proponents.

CHECKING OUT THE LOCAL
“GREENS”. ASSA delegates take
a breather to check out the golf
course at Club Intramuros,
Manila and each other’s
handicap.
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ASSA DIRECTORASSA DIRECTORASSA DIRECTORASSA DIRECTORASSA DIRECTORYYYYY
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Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Carlos A. Arellano. Carlos A. Arellano. Carlos A. Arellano. Carlos A. Arellano. Carlos A. Arellano
Position : Chairman & President
Organization : Social Security System
Address : 6th floor, SSS Bldg., East Ave.

1101 Quezon City,
Philippines

Tel. No : 632-9222995
Fax No : 632-9248470
Status : Board Member

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Lim Han Soon. Lim Han Soon. Lim Han Soon. Lim Han Soon. Lim Han Soon
Position : General Manager
Organization : Central Provident Fund Board
Address : 79, Robinson road, CPF Bldg.,

Singapore 068897
Tel. No : 02-2293211
Fax No : 02-2245869
E-mail address :          cpfboard@signet.com.sg
Status : Vice Chairman

Name : Prof. DrProf. DrProf. DrProf. DrProf. Dr. A. A. A. A. Awaleodin Djaminwaleodin Djaminwaleodin Djaminwaleodin Djaminwaleodin Djamin
Position : Chairman
Organization : Indonesian National

Social Security
Address : Jl. Gatot Subroto No. 79

Jakarta 12040, Indonesia
Tel. No : 6221-5225339
Fax No : 6221-5255433
Status : Board Member

Name : Dato’ WDato’ WDato’ WDato’ WDato’ Wan Abdul Wan Abdul Wan Abdul Wan Abdul Wan Abdul Wahabahabahabahabahab
Abdullah (Not updated)Abdullah (Not updated)Abdullah (Not updated)Abdullah (Not updated)Abdullah (Not updated)

Position : Director General
Organization : Social Security Organization
Address : Menara PERKESO

281 Jalan Ampang
50538 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia

Tel. No : 603-4535320
Fax No : 603-4564987
E-mail address : perkeso@pop0.jaring.my
Status : Board Member

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. W. W. W. W. Wong Chen Choengong Chen Choengong Chen Choengong Chen Choengong Chen Choeng
Position : General Manager,

Corporate Services Dept.
Organization : Employees Provident Fund
Address : 11th floor, EPF Bldg.,

 Jalan Raja Laut
50350 Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Tel. No : 603-294-5101
Fax No : 603-2912618
E-mail address : kwsp@po.jaring.my
Status : Board Member

Name : TTTTTan Sri Sallehuddinan Sri Sallehuddinan Sri Sallehuddinan Sri Sallehuddinan Sri Sallehuddin
MohamedMohamedMohamedMohamedMohamed

Position : Executive Chairman
Organization : Employees Provident Fund
Address : 26th floor, EPF Bldg.,

Jalan Raja Laut
50350 Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Tel. No : 603-2931470
Fax No : 603-2933121
E-mail address : kwsp@po.jaring.my
Status : Board Member

Name : Justice Hermogenes D.Justice Hermogenes D.Justice Hermogenes D.Justice Hermogenes D.Justice Hermogenes D.
Concepcion JrConcepcion JrConcepcion JrConcepcion JrConcepcion Jr.....

Position : Chairman of the Board
Organization : Government Service

Insurance System
Address : GSIS Financial Center

(Reclamation Area)
Pasay City,
Metro Manila 1308
Philippines

Tel. No : 632-8916347
Fax No : 632-8916390
Status : Board Member

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Federico C. Pascual. Federico C. Pascual. Federico C. Pascual. Federico C. Pascual. Federico C. Pascual
Position : President & General

Manager
Organization : Government Service

Insurance System
Address : GSIS Bldg., Financial Center

Pasay City,
Metro Manila 1308
Philippines

Tel. No : 632-8916003
Fax No : 632-8916017
E-mail address : fcpascual@gsis.gov.ph
Status : Board Member

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Rungsarit Chantarat. Rungsarit Chantarat. Rungsarit Chantarat. Rungsarit Chantarat. Rungsarit Chantarat
Position : Secretary General
Organization : Social Security Office
Address : 88/28 Moo 4,

Tivanond Road, A. Muang
Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand

Tel. No : 662-5261811/     9689770
Fax No : 662-5252814
E-mail address :          rungsaritc@sso.molsw.go.th
Status : Board Member

Name : DrDrDrDrDr. Nguyen Huy Ban. Nguyen Huy Ban. Nguyen Huy Ban. Nguyen Huy Ban. Nguyen Huy Ban
Position : Director General
Organization : Vietnam Social Security
Address : 7 Trang Thi St., Hoan Kiem

Hanoi, Vietnam

Tel. No : 844-9344153
Fax No : 844-9344169
Status : Board Member

Name : Ms. Hajah NoriahMs. Hajah NoriahMs. Hajah NoriahMs. Hajah NoriahMs. Hajah Noriah
Mohammad AbbasMohammad AbbasMohammad AbbasMohammad AbbasMohammad Abbas

Position : Deputy Managing Director
Organization : Employees Trust Fund
Address : 5th floor, IBB Bldg.

Jalan Pemancha,
Bandar Seri Begawan
BS 8710
Negara Brunei Darussalam

Tel. No : 673-2-235321
Fax No : 673-2-235322
Status : Observer

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Duangchanh. Duangchanh. Duangchanh. Duangchanh. Duangchanh
MouksavanhMouksavanhMouksavanhMouksavanhMouksavanh

Position : Director
Organization : Social Security Department,

Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare

Address : P.O. Box 345, Vientiane
LAO PDR

Tel. No : 856-21 213013
Fax No : 856- 21 213-681
E-mail address : socsec@laonet.net
Status : Observer

Name : MrMrMrMrMr. Hector Inductivo. Hector Inductivo. Hector Inductivo. Hector Inductivo. Hector Inductivo
Position : Director
Organization : ISSA Regional Office for Asia

and the Pacific
Address : 11th floor, SSS Makati Bldg.,

Ayala Ave. cor Herrera St.,
Makati City
Philippines

Tel. No : 632-8134311/ 8134304
Fax No : 632-8134315
E-mail address : issaro@mozcom.com
Status : Observer

Name : AttyAttyAttyAttyAtty. Leopoldo S. V. Leopoldo S. V. Leopoldo S. V. Leopoldo S. V. Leopoldo S. Veroyeroyeroyeroyeroy
Position : Executive Vice President for

Operations
Organization : Social Security System
Address : 7th floor, SSS Bldg., East Ave.

1101 Quezon City,
Philippines

Tel. No : 632-9222954
Fax No : 632-9247827
E-mail address :          veroyls@ibm.net
Status : Secretary General
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